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Premise

Alberto Giacometti (1901–1966), whose well-known attenuated figures epitomized post-World War II angst, has long been acknowledged as an important and influential twentieth-century sculptor. In 2008, the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden will partner with the Foundation Alberto et Annette Giacometti in Paris to bring an unprecedented exhibition of Giacometti’s work to the US. This exhibition will feature the rarely seen, more personal side of Giacometti as artist and collector. In essence, Giacometti on Giacometti, a first-time look at the artworks he chose to preserve throughout his career. 
Giacometti avoided owning property and material possessions.  However he carefully kept some of his earliest works, including his first painting from 1915, a colorful self-portrait from 1917, and portraits of his parents and siblings. Giacometti on Giacometti (working title) will include plaster and bronze sculptures, oil paintings, drawings, and prints that were left in the artist’s studios in Paris and Switzerland when he died in early 1966. This treasure of works will come to the Hirshhorn to join the Museum’s own rich collection of more than thirty pieces by the artist, offering an unparalleled opportunity to view familiar masterpieces in conjunction with new discoveries and providing new insights into Giacometti’s creative processes. 

        
Summary

This documentary will give Smithsonian on Demand viewers a unique behind-the-scenes look at the making of this exhibition. Travel with the curator to explore the works and the artist’s studio in Paris, be a part of the international negotiations that result in the exchange of art and ideas and culminates in a stellar exhibition. See the de-installation of the works in Paris, the design of the exhibition at the Hirshhorn, and the logistical dance through cultures and customs that are essential elements of an international exhibition. Over the course of two years, follow the curators, design staff, art handlers, and collectors to gain a new perspective from inside the art world documenting all of the energy and expertise that is required to bring this impressive exploration of Giacometti’s art and essence to the Hirshhorn, the Smithsonian’s museum of modern and contemporary art.    
Giacometti’s life is itself pure drama,: the pressure of working in the shadow of his successful artist parents, the isolation of the artist during World War II, mental illness that informed and influenced his art, and works greatly inspired by and reflecting his relationships with mistresses and his wife Annette.  Renowned for his bronzes, the documentary would also give the viewer the opportunity to experience other media mastered by the artist—painting, sculpture, and drawing. 
Elements

At the forefront of this exciting international collaboration is the Hirshhorn’s Art and Programs department, led Chief Curator Kerry Brougher.  The exhibition will be curated by Dr. Valerie Fletcher, a renowned expert on the artist, who organized an important exhibition of the artist’s work in 1988 (the first by a US museum since 1974). Contributing will be director of the Foundation Alberto et Annette Giacometti in Paris as well as other experts in the field. This documentary offers a glimpse of unseen art spaces in the US and Europe, tracing the arc of the artist and the Hirshhorn exhibition from the artist’s birthplace in the mountainous, Italian-speaking region in southeastern Switzerland, to his studio in Paris and finally to the Smithsonian’s Hirshhorn Museum on the National Mall. Candid images of the artist from photographs by renowned photographers such as Robert Doisneau and Henri Cartier-Bresson, as well as snapshots taken by Yanaihara, Annette Giacometti, and others will also be part of the exhibition and available for use in the documentary.  
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